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The following arrangement of expository essays suggests ways in which
readers can approach the selections. The classifications are not rigid, and
many selections might fit as easily into one category as into another.

A N A L Y S I S

James Baldwin The Discovery of What It Means to Be an American 40

Roland Barthes The Death of the Author 764

David Bayles and Ted Orland The Nature of the Problem 368

John Berger Uses of Photography 384

Isaiah Berlin Notes on Prejudice 646

Italo Calvino Why Read the Classics? 734

Jared Diamond What Are Men Good For? 190

E. L. Doctorow Ultimate Discourse 393

Freeman Dyson Can Science Be Ethical? 438

Richard Ford Where Does Writing Come From? 863

Betty Friedan The Quiet Movement of American Men 200

Andrew Grosso The Individual in the New Age 650

Molly Haskell Bearded Ladies: Women in Comedy 315

Alice Kaplan War on Trial 636

Randall Kennedy The Protean N-Word 304

Gina Kolata A Clone Is Born 474

Louis Menand College: The End of the Golden Age 740

Thomas Merton Love Can Be Kept Only by Being Given Away 869



George Orwell The Principles of Newspeak 594

Matt Ridley Free Will 506

Richard Rodriguez Hispanic 532

May Sarton The Rewards of Living a Solitary Life 880

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn Playing Upon the Strings of Emptiness 408

Shelby Steele On Being Black and Middle Class 625

Andrew Sullivan If Love Were All 170

Henry David Thoreau Why I Went to the Woods 882

Sherry Turkle Seeing Through Computers 769

John P. Wiley, Jr. Expression: The Visible Link 524

Garry Wills The Dramaturgy of Death 907

A R G U M E N T  A N D  P E R S U A S I O N

Susanne Antonetta Trailing Clouds 447

Nicholson Baker Destroying to Preserve 795

John Balzar The Internet or a .45, It’s Robbery of the Artist 300

Aaron Copland How We Listen to Music 357

Emma Donoghue The Tale of the Rose 75

David Dubal The Age of Modernism 363

Mary Gordon A Moral Choice 617

Greg Graffin Anarchy in the Tenth Grade 17

Andrew Grosso The Individual in the New Age 650

Nick Hornby I’m Like a Bird 302

Helen Keller Three Days to See 898

Barbara Kingsolver Somebody’s Baby 118 

Niccolò Machiavelli Of Cruelty and Clemency, and Whether It Is Better to Be 

Loved or Feared 574

Geoffrey Nunberg Lingo Jingo: English-Only and the New Nativism 783

Plato The Crito 604

Reynolds Price The Great Imagination Heist 57

Francine Prose Bad Behavior 860

Richard Rodriguez Hispanic 532

Gloria Steinem Wonder Woman 282

Garry Wills The Dramaturgy of Death 907



Edward O. Wilson A Letter to Thoreau 888

Mary Wollstonecraft A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 178

Virginia Woolf The Angel in the House 185

C O M P A R I S O N / C O N T R A S T

Margaret Atwood Fiction: Happy Endings 214

John Balzar The Internet or a .45, It’s Robbery of the Artist 300

Bruno Bettelheim The Child’s Need for Magic 49

Jorge Luís Borges Borges and I 21

Jared Diamond What Are Men Good For? 190

Emma Donoghue The Tale of the Rose 75

Niles Eldredge Creationism Isn’t Science 516

Arnie Kantrowitz Growing Up Gay 544

Randall Kennedy The Protean N-Word 304

Gina Kolata A Clone Is Born 474

D. H. Lawrence Give Her a Pattern 181

Niccolò Machiavelli Of Cruelty and Clemency, and Whether It Is Better to Be 

Loved or Feared 574

Louis Menand College: The End of the Golden Age 740

Plato The Crito 604

Garry Wills The Dramaturgy of Death 907

D E F I N I T I O N

Roger Angell On the Ball 325

Margaret Atwood Pornography 378

James Baldwin The Discovery of What It Means to Be an American 40

Dave Barry The Internet 489

Roland Barthes The Death of the Author 764

David Bayles and Ted Orland The Nature of the Problem 368

John Berger The Uses of Photography 384

Isaiah Berlin Notes on Prejudice 646

Sandra Cisneros Hips 80

Annie Dillard So This Was Adolescence 14



E. L. Doctorow Ultimate Discourse 393

Niles Eldredge Creationism Isn’t Science 516

E. M. Forster Art for Art’s Sake 372

Howard Gardner Human Intelligence Isn’t What We Think It Is 760

Mary Gordon A Moral Choice 617

Andrew Grosso The Individual in the New Age 650

Daniel Henninger Is Ground Zero a Fit Subject for High Art? 396

Thomas Jefferson The Declaration of Independence 561

Randall Kennedy The Protean N-Word 304

Fran Lebowitz Soho: Or, Not at Home to Mr. Art 399

Carson McCullers Loneliness…An American Malady 46

Thomas Merton Love Can Be Kept Only by Being Given Away 869

Plato The Crito 604

Matt Ridley Free Will 506

Richard Rodriguez Hispanic 532

Andrew Sullivan If Love Were All 170

Garry Wills The Dramaturgy of Death 907

D I C T I O N  A N D  T O N E

Susanne Antonetta Trailing Clouds 447

James Baldwin The Discovery of What It Means to Be an American 40

Dave Barry The Internet 489

Roland Barthes The Death of the Author 764

Robert Bly After Drinking All Night with a Friend, We Go Out in a Boat at 

Dawn to See Who Can Write the Best Poem 264

Sandra Cisneros Hips 80

Gregory Corso Marriage 265

Annie Dillard So This Was Adolescence 14

Emma Donoghue The Tale of the Rose 75

W. E. B. Du Bois On Being Crazy 548

Bob Dylan It’s Alright, Ma (I’m Only Bleeding) 151

William Faulkner Nobel Prize Award Speech 582

Molly Haskell Bearded Ladies: Women in Comedy 315

Ted Hughes Hear It Again 819



Thomas Jefferson The Declaration of Independence 561

Stephen King On Writing 340

Fran Lebowitz Soho: Or, Not at Home to Mr. Art 399

Philip Levine The Two 270

Abraham Lincoln The Gettysburg Address 572

Thomas Lynch The Way We Are 105

V. S. Naipaul Two Worlds: Nobel Lecture 2001 824

Edna O’Brien The Books We Read 706

Noel Perrin Science Fiction: Imaginary Worlds and Real-Life 

Questions 403

Reynolds Price Tom, Dying of AIDS 676

Bernice Reagon Black Music in Our Hands 291

Gloria Steinem Wonder Woman 282

Walt Whitman Poets to Come 434

Edward O. Wilson A Letter to Thoreau 888

I D E N T I F I C A T I O N

James Baldwin The Discovery of What It Means to Be an American 40

John Berger The Uses of Photography 384

Jorge Luís Borges Borges and I 21

Annie Dillard So This Was Adolescence 14

Betty Friedan The Quiet Movement of American Men 200

Nathaniel Hawthorne The Minister’s Black Veil 60

Gina Kolata A Clone Is Born 474

Fran Lebowitz Soho: Or, Not at Home to Mr. Art 399

Louis Menand College: The End of the Golden Age 740

Thomas Merton Love Can Be Kept Only by Being Given Away 869

Sonia Sanchez A Poem for Ella Fitzgerald 334

May Sarton The Rewards of Living a Solitary Life 880

Gloria Steinem Wonder Woman 282

Catharine R. Stimpson Learning to See the Miraculous 846

Alice Walker Beauty: When the Other Dancer Is the Self 28

Eudora Welty Finding a Voice 344

Walt Whitman Poets to Come 434



I L L U S T R A T I O N

Maya Angelou Graduation 723

Margaret Atwood Fiction: Happy Endings 214

James Baldwin The Discovery of What It Means to Be An American 40

Dave Barry The Internet 489

David Bayles and Ted Orland The Nature of the Problem 368

Sandra Cisneros Hips 80

Gregory Corso Marriage 265

Annie Dillard So This Was Adolescence 14

Diane di Prima To My Father 155

W. E. B. Du Bois On Being Crazy 548

Franz Kafka Letter to His Father 98

Helen Keller Three Days to See 898

George Orwell The Principles of Newspeak 594

Reynolds Price Tom, Dying of AIDS 676

Bernice Reagon Black Music in Our Hands 291

Sonia Sanchez A Poem for Ella Fitzgerald 334

Mark Strand The Marriage 269

Sherry Turkle Seeing Through Computers 769

Walt Whitman When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer 528

N A R R A T I O N

Susanne Antonetta Trailing Clouds 447

Nicholson Baker Destroying to Preserve 795

Nick Hornby I’m Like a Bird 302

Arnie Kantrowitz Growing Up Gay 544

Helen Keller Three Days to See 898

Thomas Lynch The Way We Are 105

V. S. Naipaul Two Worlds: Nobel Lecture 2001 824

Edna O’Brien The Books We Read 706

Gloria Steinem Wonder Woman 282

Andrew Sullivan If Love Were All 170




