Checklist for revising a research paper

Thesis statement

How well does your thesis statement describe your subject and your perspective as they emerged during drafting?

Structure

(Outlining your draft as suggested on p. 30 can help you see structure at a glance.)

How consistently does borrowed material illuminate and support—not lead and dominate—your own ideas? How well is the importance of ideas reflected in the emphasis they receive? Will the arrangement of ideas be clear to readers?

Evidence

Where might supporting evidence seem weak or irrelevant to readers?

Reasonableness and clarity

How reasonable will readers find your argument? (See pp. 70–75.) Where do you need to define terms or concepts that readers may not know or may dispute?

